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Preamble
It has been recognised for centuries that certain chemical agents can a ect consciousness, or other factors
in uencing the ability of an individual to take part in ghting, predominantly during warfare. More recently
some agents have been used to temporarily disable participants in civil unrest, protests or riots. In warfare
such agents have, historically, had a signi cant morbidity and mortality and included nerve gases and related
agents.
Despite widespread condemnation such weapons were extensively used in the early 20th century. A global
movement to outlaw the use of such weapons led to the development of the Chemical Weapons Convention
(CWC), which entered into force in 1997 having been opened to signature in 1993. Currently only six countries
have not rati ed or acceded to the CWC.
The production, stockpiling and use of CW is prohibited. Despite this, such weapons have been used by state
forces and by non-state actors in a number of countries. By their nature such weapons are indiscriminate. This
use has led to deaths, injuries and human su ering in those countries.
Chemical agents used in policing actions, including by the military acting in a policing role, are allowed under
the CWC. There is a signi cant international dialogue underway on the de nition of such agents and the
situations in which they can be used. It should be noted that the CWC appears to assume such agents will not
be lethal, but the use of any agent might have fatal consequences. Those using them, or authorising their use,
must seek to ensure that they are not used in a manner which risks death or serious injury to targeted persons.

Recommendations
The WMA notes that the development, production, stockpiling and use of Chemical Weapons is banned under
the CWC, and that use of such weapons is regarded by some to be a crime against humanity, regardless of
whether the target populations are civilian or military.
The WMA urges all relevant parties to make active e orts to abide by the CWC ban on the development,
production, stockpiling and use of Chemical Weapons.
The WMA urges support from all states party to the CWC for the safe destruction of all stockpiles of Chemical
weapons.
The WMA supports UN initiatives to identify anyone who is responsible for the use of Chemical Weapons and to
bring them to justice.
The WMA urges states using chemical agents in riot control and related situations to carefully consider and
minimise the risks and to, wherever possible, refrain from such use. Any use must follow the establishment of
the necessary procedures to reduce the risk of death or serious injury. They should not be used in a manner,
which deliberately increases the risk of injury, harm or death to their targets.

